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\ Remarks 

of the Follovvins remarks is 



Reconsideration of the cibove Idenufied application in view 

i i 

rcspeccfullv reuucrsced. Claims; !. ' 1 and 33-47 are pending; in.ihis upplicution. 

i : i 

In the OffLce Acuon. Claims ^.:j-6. 31 and 33-47 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102ib) 
over European Patent Application Ko|. 0 107 333 to Technicon Instniments Corporacion 



I 
I 

(hereinafter "Technicon"^). [ ' I 



Technicon shows a system that;first mixes the sa^-nples andjreagents in reser\-oirs 40. 42 

and 44 (FIG. 1 A), and then injects eaph sample/reagent mixture dii;oui:h ihe central inlet 26 of a 

I ■ ' I 

flow cell 12 (FIG. IB) and simultane6L,isly aspirates a diluent sheuih through a lateral inlet 28, 

' j 
Technicon states clearly on page 7 th^c the sample and sheith streams introduced at the iqlets 26 

i ! I 

and 28. respectively, ''form a pair of 6qncentric, substantially unmiked streams, with the sample 



Stream at the centre, ; . 



i In contrast, the claime^ jinvention punlps each of a plurality of reagent-mixture 

■ components in a respective stream atja respective predetermined flt^w rate, and then combines at 

i least one reagent-mixture component; stream into a stream qf ax least one other reagent-mixture 

! ! ; i 

• component for mixing the plurality o|" reagent-mixture components into a combined reagent- 

mi.xture stream, as recited in independent claims 1 and 31. Similaijly, independent claim 42 

i ' I 
specifically recites means for puriipirtgieach of a plurality of reagent-mixture components m a 

i ■ ! 
respective stream at a respective flovy £;ate; and means for introducing at least one reagent- 

; mixture component into a strejim of at least one other reagent-mixtbre component to mix the 

I f : ' I 

. plurality of reagent-mixture components into a combined reagent-rjnixture stream. 

I ' I ' 

i Technicon does not teach or suggest such a system, j Rather, the Technicon system 

mixes the. reagent-mixture components in the reaction vessels 40. 42 and 44 in the conventional 

manner, and then pumps the pre-mixed reagent mixtures from the reaction vessels through the 

> ' I 

! flow cell. The pre-mixed reagent mi^xt'ures in the three reaction vepels 40, 42 and 44 are not 
j pumped simultaneously through the ilovv cell, but rather are pumped separately through the flow 



{ ! 



I 



I '. 

! I I 
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cell such that the different reagent mixtures in the reaction vessels'do not intermix with each 
Other and can be separately analyzed. Moreover, in T^^chjiicon, the reagent-mixture from each 
ivciocion \-erfSc:l 40. 42 aiul 44 Is :uu combincu with ihi sheuth sa-eii;-n in the flow cell, but riithor 

the system is designed co pre\-eat these two streams h^pm intermixing Lindl afier die reagem 

■ I 

mixture is analyzed. ' | 

Accordingly, independent Claims 1, 31, 42 and each of ihe remaining claims 
depending therefrom distinguish the subject invemion| from Teclmicon and withdrawal of the 
rejection is respectfully requested. Because Claims 3-^6. 53-41 an4 43-47 each depend from, and 
therefore include all of the limiiLitions of one of these Independenrjclaims, it is respectfully 
submitted that these dependent claims likewise are un[)bvious over Technicon for the same 
reasons as the independent claims, and for reciting additional patentable subject matter. 

If the Examiner has any questions concerning any of the issues herein, or othei'wise if it 
would facilitate the examination of this application, i\k Examiner is respectfully urged to call the 
undersigned at the telephone number below. i 

No fee in addition to that submitted herewith is believed to.be required; hovvever, if an. 
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additional fee is required, or other%vise if necessar}'- to cover ajny deficiency in fees paid, 
authorization is hereby given to charge our deposit acc|ount no. 50-1631. 

Respc!ctR|lly jiubmittod. 



Date: November 29. 2001 




MarkjD- Giarratana (Reg. No. 32.615) 
Attorney for Applicants 



PTO Correspondence Address: 

Cummings & LocUwood 
Granite Square 
700 State Srreec 
P.O. Box I960 

New Haven- CT 06509-1960 
Phone: (860) 275-6719 
Fax: (860)o60o919 
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